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PENTECOST: All The Instruments in God's Symphony
Pentecost 2017
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Fr. Phil Eberhart

Every Instrument is Important!!

I want to begin this Pentecost morning, by reading again our reading from 1 Cor 12, with
a little adjustment:

1 COR 12 ORCHESTRA READING:

Now concerning the symphony orchestra, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to
be uninformed.  ...

Now there are varieties of instruments, but the same conductor;  and there are
varieties of parts, but the same score; and there are varieties of sounds, but it is
the same orchestra that we all play in!  To each instrument is given its
manifestation of the music for the common good.

For to one is given in the orchestra, a violin, and to another, an oboe, in the same
orchestra. To another a drum, in the same orchestra; to yet another, a trumpet, or
a trombone; all in the same orchestra!  To another a cymbal, to another a bass and
another a tuba!!  All these (and more) are reading from the same score and
directed by the one great conductor, maestro Jesus!

For just as the orchestra is one and has many members, and all the members of
the orchestra, though many, are one orchestra, so it is with Christ.  For into one
score we were all "immersed" -- strings, winds, percussion, and brass -- and all
were made to play from one score.

Now the orchestra does not consist of one part, but of many!  If the violin should
say, "because i am not a horn, i do not belong to the orchestra" that would not
make it any less a part of the orchestra!  And if the oboe should say, "because I'm
not a drum, i do not belong to the orchestra" that would not make it any less a part
of the orchestra.  If the whole orchestra were an oboe, where would the string
sound be?  If the whole orchestra were a drum, where would the brass sound be?

No!  As it is, the maestro, god, arranged the members of the orchestra, each one of
them, as he chose.  If all were a single instrument, where would the orchestra
be?  As it is there are many parts, yet one orchestra.

The drums cannot say to the brass, "i have no need of you." nor again, the winds to
the strings, "i have no need of you."
On the contrary, the parts of the orchestra that seem to be weaker, (the piccolo or
flute) are indispensable...  And on those parts of the orchestra that we think less
important (worthy of honor) we bestow the greater honor, and the smaller voices
are treated with greater import, which our louder voices do not require.
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But god, the great composer, has so composed the parts in the orchestra, giving
greater voice to the part that lacks it, that there may be no division in the
orchestra, but that every part, every member, may have the same care for one
another.  If one instrument is missing, all suffer loss together; if one part excels, all
rejoice together!

Now you are the orchestra of Christ Jesus, and individually members of it.  And god
has placed in the orchestra, first chairs, second chairs, drummers, strings, brass
and winds!  Is everyone a conductor?  Is everyone first chair?  Is everyone a
bassist?  Or a violinist?  Or a flutist?

But earnestly desire to play your instrument in the most excellent way, in tune and
in time, under the direction of the great maestro, Jesus.
=========================================

I think you get the idea, right?  God has given us each a part to play - gifts that may be
in the list, and some that may not be in the list!

The important thing about this BODY is that each one is present, each one is practiced,
each one is tuned and each one plays in time according to the score and the direction of
the maestro, Father, Son and Holy Spirit!

I've tried to stretch this analogy for the Body of Christ to see if it will break, but the more
I stretch it, the more I see new revelations and insights.

1. There is only one complete score, the Father has it. He is the great conductor, the
Maestro.  We only have a partial view of the whole score, our individual part!

2. I must enter into the discipline of the score!  I get my part and I practice my part, I
learn my part, according to the instrument I play.

3. But just learning a part is nothing, if I don't come into the Unity of Tuning.  Being
sharp or flat makes the instrument useless, even detrimental to the orchestra!

4. Finally, being as practiced as a virtuoso, and even in perfect tune is nothing, if I
won't play under the direction of the Maestro.  I have to submit my instrument, my
practice, my virtuosoness, my first chair status, to the TIME set by the Maestro, for
the UNITY OF THE ORCHESTRA TO HAPPEN.  This gives a new level of meaning
to verses like:  "Looking unto Jesus, the Author and the Finisher of our faith!"

Then... then and only then do we have come into AGREEMENT.
SUM PHONEO - to make one sound of many voices.

PS 133 tells us "Behold, how good it is for brothers and sisters to dwell (play) together
in HARMONY / UNITY."

It is like the holy, anointing oil poured on the head of Aaron!

It is like the water running off of Mt Hermon, that waters the whole Jordan valley, from
the Sea of Galilee all the way down to the Mountains of Zion, and beyond, down to the
Dead Sea!
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It's there, in that UNITY / HARMONY / SUM PHONEO / AGREEMENT
that the Lord has commanded...
commanded... THE BLESSING
LIFE EVERLASTING!  ETERNAL LIFE - THE LIFE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD,
COME AMONG US!

That is what God has commanded, when we enter into the discipline of the orchestra!!
Into the agreement that is created when we ...

LEARN OUR PART ...

PLAY OUR PART ...

IN TUNE WITH THE LORD ...

IN HIS TIME, UNDER HIS DIRECTION.

We are a symphony IN CHRIST.

The symphony orchestra isn't nearly as ethereal as the Gifts of the Spirit, but I felt that
such a look at the Gifts from a very concrete and common understanding might help us
to get a handle on how the Gifts of the Spirit work in real life...
on how the Body of Christ, the Symphony Orchestra of Christ works in real life.

Each one of you is vitally important in God's Orchestra.  Some have smaller voices,
some have big booming voices, some are crashing cymbals, and others are quiet flutes.

Each of us plays a role, but we must keep in mind the secrets of the Orchestra,  Tuning
and Timing.  We work on our individual parts to get them practiced, even
memorized.  But we must submit all our work, our being an individual, our wanting to do
it my way, to the tuning of a single note, and the timing of a single conductor, the
Maestro, Jesus himself.

May God add to our understanding and to our harmony as we dwell together as His
Orchestra, His Body.

Amen and Amen.

Let us pray:
O God of infinite variety and creativity:  We thank You for giving us each a part to play in
your great Kingdom work. Help us, Holy Spirit, to be so filled with what You give us that
we can play our part with both excellence and discipline.  Help us to look to Jesus, the
Maestro,  and to be in tune with His Word, that we may become ONE as He and the
Father are ONE, together with you, O Holy Spirit, as you empower us to live together in
harmony and to sound together as one, to the glory of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.


